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EPA PROPOSES WASTE CLEANUP AT FORMER ZI NC PLANT
-- EAGLE ZINC SITE

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS had at the
public informal conference of the
above-entitl ed cause, taken before Sue A
Phel ps, a Certified Shorthand Reporter in the
State of Illinois, on the 14th day of June,
2012, commencing at the hour of 6:30 p.m at
Hi |l sboro H gh School, 522 East Trenont Street,

Hi Il sboro, Illinois.

PRESENT:

Ms. G nny Narsete, EPA

Ms. Nefertiti Dicosnp, EPA

M. Cdarence Smth, Illinois EPA
Comuni ty nenbers
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M5. DI COSMO. Thank you guys for com ng.
Just to give you a brief overview of what we're
going to do today. W're going to have
I ntroductions that were done by G nny Narsete.
' mgoing to give you sone site background
al t hough nost of you guys already know about
Eagle Zinc. Sonme of you have worked there.

And then we're going to tal k about the
contam nation, sone of the risks that we have
found to be associated with the site and then
we're going to tal k about the clean-up options
that we | ooked at before we put together our
recomended opti on.

Then we will have a question and answer
session. Well, you can ask questions and |'I1
answer them and then after that you can speak
into the mc and tell us your comments verbally
if you don't want to wite it down, and then
"Il al so show you where you guys can go on
line to submt your comments.

So as previously introduced we have sone
representatives here fromthe EPA as well as
the Illinois EPA. Al so we have a

representative fromthe Illinois Departnent of
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Public Health. In the back there. [|'msorry.
Thank you.

So a basic site description. W have
about 132 acres with 23 buildings on the
property. Currently this is a vacant property.
It is owmned by the T.L. D anond Conpany. It is
zoned comercial/industrial so the future use
Is intended to be commercial/industrial.

In order to nmanage the site nore
effectively we separated the site into two
operable units. Wen we cane here in 2009 we
came to tal k about what we planned to do with
the contamnation in the buildings. That's
operable unit 1.

Qperable unit 2 is what we're here to
present to you today and that has to do with
the residue, the soil, surface water and
groundwat er and sedinment. So we will be going
back to that specific operable unit today.

And just to give you a better idea of how
the operable units are separated, you can see
(indicating) this is operable unit 1 where all
the buildings are. There are sone not within

this square but here's the general idea. And
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operable unit 2 is just the rest of the site
(i ndi cating).

So you can see we have -- There's a
sout hwestern pond here (indicating). There's
another pond right in this area (indicating).
And there's sone streans on site going from - -
going south this way as well as sone com ng
across the north here (indicating).

This is one of our very small signs
(indicating). There aren't very many Signs up,
but you can see we have fenced in the property
to prevent access -- or mnimze access to
vehicle traffic as well as trespassers on foot.

This is the residue materi al
(indicating). As you can see in this first
pi cture pointing here in green, that's the
residue material that seens to be at surface.
This is residue material that's in piles
(i ndi cating).

And | don't know if you can see. There's
a guy right there probably taking a picture of
sonet hing el se, but that gives you an idea of
the size of this pile.

Here are sone of the streans that we --
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the streans and the ponds that we found on site
(indicating). Should give you an idea of the
sedi nent which is |like the nuddy stuff at the
bottom of the water.

So what have we been doing in the | ast
three years |"'msure you're all wanting to know
because the buildings are still up. In My,
2009, we cane here and we did a public neeting
to talk to you guys about what we planned to do
with the buildings.

What we decided to do was to denolish the
bui | dings and put all that material in -- under
a cover on site. W planned to recycle the
material that can be recycled to help offset
sone of the cost of the building denolition.

In 2010 we began the design of that
bui |l di ng denolition which can be found in the
public library, the design docunents, the
drawi ngs. However, if you would like us to
send you a copy just send ne an enail and we
can get you a copy of the design.

Al'so in 2010 we started our investigation
of the operable unit 2. That would be the

soil, sedinent, surface water and residue. And

)


http://www.jensenreporting.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

Eagle Zinc Superfund
Meeting - 06/14/2012

Page 6

also Gnny and | cane out to the community to
talk to nenbers of the community as well as
sonme of the schools about what they thought
about the site, what they wanted to see in the
future.

So we canme up with a Community
| nvol venent Pl an which you guys have at sone of
the tables. You can |ook through that. And
then in 2011 we finished up the investigation
and devel oped the clean-up options that we're
going to tal k about today.

We distributed the CIP or Comunity
| nvol venent Plan to sone of the people we had
interviewed and they're also available in the
public library. W also asked for funding so
that we could denolish the buildings so we
prepared the renedi al action docunents.

However, we did not get funding but we
are definitely prepared. Once we get funding
we are ready to go. So here's the update on
the denolition.

It's going to cost about 5.4 to
6.2 mllion dollars to do denolition. It's a

little nore expensive than we originally
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anticipated. One of the main reasons is when
we canme here before we didn't know nmuch about
the buildings and the area, so we did

addi tional investigations prior to doing the
desi gn and, you know, that increases the cost
quite a bit.

Fundi ng. How does funding work? | know
| talked to sone of you guys out there prior to
starting the neeting, but basically we get
nmoney from-- from Washington into the EPA
The EPA gi ves noney to our specific division,
and we have ten regions across the United
St ates.

Each of those regions has representatives
on a Prioritization Panel. Qut of all the
sites in the United States our branch nmanagers
go gi ve presentations and advocate for our
sites to get funding.

W have gone -- W have gone twi ce so
far. Unfortunately we do not know whet her or
not we're going to get noney this year.
However, you know, we'll ask again next year if
we don't get noney this year and we'll have all

the preparations in place as soon as we get
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f undi ng.

This is the Community I nvol venent Pl an
that you -- that you see here (indicating).
This is the basic purpose of the plan. W
really want you guys to be involved and so we
want to hear your opinions about things. Tell
us what you don't understand and that's why
we're here today to hel p you understand what
we' re doing and help you participate in a
meani ngf ul way.

So if you have any questions during the
presentation to clarify anything that | say,
pl ease raise your hand. |f the questions are
nore technical and it can wait until after the
presentation for an explanation, please wait
till the end.

But in general | want to make sure that
you guys understand everything so that when you
submt your conmments you have all the
informati on that you need.

This is sone of the outreach work that we
did. We talked with Morris Dodd who has been
an enpl oyee at that plant for his entire

life --
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M5. NARSETE: Morris, raise your hand.

M5. DICOSMO. -- and he has hel ped us out
trenmendously on finding informati on about the
site and telling us about the operations that
went on there and the business things that went
on, transactions that went on there.

We al so interviewed sone of the youth of
the community. W cane here in Novenber
of 2010 and we talked with these fifth graders
(indicating) fromthe elenentary school, and we
asked them what do you want to see at the site.
And they said we want to see an ice-cream shop
and we want a water slide. So fromtheir
perspective there's a ot to be reused here for
fun activities.

We also talked with the sixth graders to
ei ghth graders and they were actually -- they
wanted to see park | and and green space. They
really were into the environnent. |In fact,
they wanted to start an environnent club while
we were there so we encouraged that definitely.

Then our high school students here
pictured (indicating), they were nore

practical. They wanted to see jobs. They
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wanted to be able to conme back to their
community and have jobs. And that's what, you
know, it | ooked |like the redevel opment coul d be
IS industrial/comercial for use.

So that was just an update of what we've
been doing so far, but now |'mgoing to focus
on the clean-up plan for the operable unit 2
which is the soil, sedinent, surface water.

So for 90 years there was sone snelting
and manufacturing of sulfuric acid and zinc
products and through the process throughout the
years they |l eft |arge anounts of ore and
snelter waste on the site which has
contam nat ed the sedi nent, surface water and
soil and groundwater as well.

To give you an idea of how nuch waste is
on the site we have about 250,000 cubic yards
of waste on the property.

Just a brief tineline. W've been
involved -- | say "we" by the governnent in
general has been involved since the 1980s.
IIlinois EPA or | EPA which throughout this
Power Poi nt | EPA or the state has been invol ved

since the 1980s when Cheryl WIlIlians owned the
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bui | di ngs and the property.

In fact, at that tinme sone sanpling
reveal ed significant contam nation and they
were asked to renove 36 mllion pounds of waste
off the property. So they did -- there was a
big renoval at that tine.

In the 1990s there was sone nore sanpling
done by the state where they put together what
we call an expanded site inspection which is a
report fromthe state requesting that EPA
consider the site on the Superfund National
Priorities List.

In 2000 to 2005 the state Public Health
Departnment took a | ook at the site to nmake sure
that -- to see howthis site affects the public
health and they didn't find that it affected
the public health adversely because the site
was fenced in and nobody was going on the site
so there wasn't direct contact.

Also at this tinme the responsible parties
I nvestigated the contamnation at the site and
they canme up with a renedial investigation
report as well as a feasibility study.

In 2007 we put the site on the National

)
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Priorities List and this is a list of all the
sites in the United States that can receive
funding fromthe federal governnent. So once
this site was put on the National Priorities
List it would -- becane eligible for federal

f undi ng.

And in 2008 right before we canme here the
state of Illinois or | EPA took sone sanpl es of
and around the buildings and pointed out to us
that there is a lot of |ead contam nation so
we -- you know, we went -- got on it right
awnay.

We put up sone fences to limt exposure,
and then we cane out here to tal k about how
we're going to take care of these buil dings
because they were dil apidated and we wanted to
get them done soon. So that was in 2009.

In 2011 we designed the denolition of --
the building denolition and then in 2012 we did
anot her investigation to make -- fill in data
gaps fromthe previous investigation conducted
by the conpani es and responsi ble parties that
owned the site.

So what is on the site? Wat kind of

)
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contam nation? Well, in the soil and residue
on the site there is |ead, zinc, cobalt, nickel
and antinony. Basically heavy netals and
nostly lead and zinc. And in the surface water
and the sedi nent we have cadm um and zi nc above
what we woul d consider to be safe |levels for

t he aquati c organi sns.

The risk is to the ecol ogi cal community,
to the organisns that live in the sedi nent and
the water. And we're not tal king about fish
per se. W're talking about the really, really
small wormlike animals that live in the bottom
of the sedinent as well as the really small
organi sns that live in the water colony.

There is also a human health risk
associated with the contam nation on site. The
risk is to future industrial workers as well as
construction workers. So if, for instance,
the -- a person were to work on the site as it
is now for 30 years and incidentally ingested a
little bit of this residue every day, they
woul d have an increased risk of an adverse
health effect. And not cancer but other

adverse effects to your kidneys and ot her
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or gans.

So what do we hope to do? W hope to
prevent any kind of exposure to industrial and
construction workers in the future. W hope to
prevent the contam nation fromtransporting
fromthe residue on site into the sedi nent and
the water and transporting off site or
transporting to other areas of the site where
there are aquatic organi sns, and we al so want
to mnimze the novenent of any contam nation
fromthe residue into the groundwater.

So how are we going to address these
risks? W |ooked at a couple options. No
action. W always have to | ook at no action as
an option.

Then we have option 2 which is we would
treat the waste that is highly nobile which
neans it's likely to nove fromthe
contam nation pile into the groundwater. So we
woul d treat that. And then we'd cover -- we
woul d cover all of the waste, over 18 acres,
and that would be covered with two feet of
soi l .

Option 3. W would also treat the waste

)
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and we woul d cover the waste with a 22-acre
soil cover but this option would al so include
the renoval of the sedinent as well as a
re-alignment of the stream around the cover.
And when | get to the pictures we can explain
it alittle nore.

And then the fourth option would be to
treat the waste and to put a nore -- a water
barrier, a nore -- a thicker -- | would say a
t hi cker cover on top of the waste.

So all of the -- all of the options have
a couple things in coomon. One, they all have
| and restrictions. There's no residential use
on this property. They all have groundwat er
use restrictions. You can't put groundwater
wells or drink fromgroundwater wells on this
property.

Al'l the options include nonitoring
assessnment of the surface water and the
groundwat er and the sedinent. Also every tine
you | eave waste in place which is what we're
proposi ng here, then we have to cone back every
five years and review the remains to nmake sure

that it's still effective and protective.
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So just to go through the options again.
The no action option. [It's about zero to
$100, 000. 00 required to evaluate that.

Option 2. We would treat the hazardous
waste. We'd cover all the waste with two feet
of soil over -- for 18 acres of cover and that
will cost about 15.3 mllion dollars to do and
wi |l take three nonths.

Option 3. Simlar to option 2 except for
in this option we would realign the streans and
t he wetl ands around the waste cover, and we
woul d cover 22 acres instead of 18 acres with
the two-foot soil cover. This wll cost
18.7 mllion dollars and would take a little
bit | onger. About five nonths.

Option 4. Very simlar to option 3. The

bi ggest difference is that wwth this option

there will be a five-foot soil cover with a
water barrier in between. This wll cost about
2.4 -- sorry -- 24.3 mllion dollars and it

wi || take about five nonths to conplete. About
the sanme tine as option 3.
This is a brief conparison of all of the

options (indicating). As you can see the

)
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bi ggest difference between options 2 and 3 is
the acreage as well as whether or not we're
going to use sedinent or streamrenoval. Here
(indicating). And then option 4 is the nost

di sti nct because of the additional water
barrier.

So how do these conpare? This is what
this will ook like to give you a visual
(indicating). You can see here this is the
waste material. This red here (indicating)
woul d be what we consider to be the highly
nobi | e wast e. W woul d treat that with sone
kind of nobilizing agent to prevent it from
| eaking. Then we'd put the two feet of clay
and the soil and grass on top.

For option 4 it's a -- it's a lot nore
cover. Two feet of clay, then the water
barrier and then three feet of conpacted soil.

So how did we deci de which of the four
options that we wanted to -- that were
presented to you that we think is the best for
this particular site?

W have to see whether or not the -- if

the option is protective of hunman health and
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the environnent. |If it's not we can't consider
it. W also have to nake sure that the option
Is conpliant with other [aws and regul ati ons.
And then after it neets -- passes that
threshold criteria we can start tal king about
bal ancing criteria.

s this an effective solution? Is it
long-tern? Are we going to have to cone back
in five years and redo it? |Is this going to be
a permanent solution? And do we -- does
this -- does this option use treatnent? W
prefer to treat waste at our sites so we want
to make sure that we have considered all
options to treat so does it treat.

Al'so what is the short-term
ef fectiveness? That's basically, you know,
what -- what kind of inconvenience is it going
to be to the comunity during the actual
construction. Like trucks and noise and all

that kind of thing but also what kind of

di sruption are we -- to the aquatic -- aquatic
community as well. W'd have to dig out

their -- their honmes and all that's considered
as wel .
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So after we | ook at that we | ook at
whether or not it's inplenentable, can -- is it
too conplex or can we inplenent this relatively
easily, and then we | ook at how nuch it's going
to cost. |Is this going to be cost effective?
Are we getting the best bang for our buck?

The last two criteria we can't really
eval uate yet because that includes whether or
not the community accepts it and whet her or not
the state accepts it. The state has said that
they intend to accept it, but they want to know
what the community says first and then they
will let us know whether or not they accept the
action.

So we recommend option 3. Option 3 is

protective. It neets |aws and regulations in
the state of Illinois and the United States.
It uses treatnent. It is cost effective and it

Is a permanent solution. This is what it wll
| ook 1ike (indicating).

We have it over here on this board here
So you can cone up and take a look at it after
the neeting to get a better idea. But

basically we are going to be noving all of this

)
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waste here in purple all outlined here
(indicating). W're going to take all that
waste and put it under this two-foot soil cover
here (indicating).

And you can see this pink here. This
will be the treated waste in this corner
(indicating), and al so you can see here
(indicating) this is the operable unit 1
bui | ding denolition debris. So if we were to
tear down the buildings prior to doing the rest
of the site, we would have to renove this
containnent cell prior to putting the other
material and covering it again.

Also | didn't nmention this during the
ot her part of the presentation, but because
when we renove the sedinent and realign the
streans right here, this blue, we are going to
be destroying wetl and.

And if we destroy wetland, then we have
to create a new wetl and of equal size in
another area of the site. So this (indicating)
will be the new wetland after we have renoved
the old one. So we're getting a new wetl and

here for drainage and all that on this side of
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the property (indicating).

So after all that |ong nessage and a | ot
of technical information basically what we want
you to go away wth is that we do have
contam nation -- heavy netal contam nation in
the soil, residue, sedinent, and surface water
on the property and that that contam nation for
the future -- is arisk to the future site
wor kers including industrial workers and
construction workers.

And in order to address that risk we are
recomrendi ng that we treat the waste, renove
the sedinent, realign the streans and the
wet | ands and cover all the waste materi al
I ncluding the treated waste material under
22 acres of a cover -- soil cover, clay, a
substantial cover, and then we'll nonitor the
soil and the water over tine to make sure it's
al ways conpliant with our renedy.

This will cost about 18.7 mllion dollars
and woul d take about five nonths to conplete.
And the good news is that there will be 110
acres for industrial use by the city or whoever

buys the property in the future.
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So what are the next steps? Today, June,

2012, we have a public neeting after which we

will listen to all the cooments that are said
here today. W wll get -- receive comments in
the mail and on line. 1|'ve already received a

coment on line. Thank you very much if you're
here today.

Then we will wite a record of decision
which will -- which wll respond to the
community comments but also will explain what
deci sion we've nmade and whi ch option we've
chosen, and then we will do the renedi al design
around 2013. Optimally it will be finished in
2013. W hope to get financing to do the
remedi al action before 2014 but 2014. And then
the first five-year review on the site wll be
20109.

So that's -- that's where we're goi ng and
today where we are is the public neeting and
the coment period. The is 30 days and
it'"s going to last from-- well, it started on
May 30t h when nost of you guys woul d have
gotten your fact sheets in the nmail and it's

going to end on June 30t h.
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You can review the docunents that | have
really briefly summari zed here. You can | ook
at themon line. You can |look at themat the
public library or you can cone visit us in
Chi cago and take a | ook at the ones in our
of fice.

So this is how you can get to the
comrenting on line. Here's the website
(indicating). Onh, it's also on your pens. W
had these nice pens nmade. They all say Eagle
Zinc and the website on it so take the pens,
share the pens. W have a |lot of them

So you go to this website and here are
the technical docunents here at the bottom So
you have the proposed plan. You have a fact
sheet but we also wote a bit -- we also wote
a longer version of the proposed plan with nore
details in it and that's on -- that's on about
17 pages and that's on the website.

We al so have a feasibility study which
goes through in nore depth what the options
were and how we neasured themto get to the
evaluation criteria and al so conmuni cati ng

about the plan and the ol der investigation
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report.

Here's the comrents page goi ng here
(indicating). You click on this thing that
says public coment period. dick on -- dick
on the actual words. And then it will take you
to the next page and then you can enter your
comrents right here at the bottom

Once you press enter it magically -- it
conmes to nme and | push print and | put it into
the file. And then | respond to it in the
record decision section called the response in
this section.

G nny al so wanted ne to point out that at
your tables you have these sheets here and |'ve
got a couple comments already. You can nake
your comment right here if you don't want to
cone up. You can just hand this to ne before
you | eave. You don't have to mail it and then
you' Il be sure that | got it.

Here is our contact information which is
on the fact sheet as well and this presentation
can be nade avail able after this neeting. It
wll be online at the -- at the website |

showed you before. So, yes, question in the
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back.

MS. NARSETE: Can you state your nane?
We have a court reporter here.

MR, CORAZZA:. Kevin Corazza.

M5. NARSETE: W have a court reporter
here and this transcript will be put on |ine.
|"mgoing to stand over here.

MR, CORAZZA:. kay now. | was born and
raised in this towm. Those ponds back there
and stuff, | nmean they're rough cut.

M5. DICOSMO. They're what?

MR, CORAZZA. (Onh, yeah. | nean, they're
pitiful. You know, and everything around the
whole site is dead. WII -- WIIl you take care

of that pond? And there's two ponds, isn't
t here?

M5. DI COSMO  Yes.

MR. CORAZZA: Two ponds. And wll you
get -- wll you take all of that dirt out of
there or will you fill it in?

M5. DICOSMO W -- That's a great point
and | did not nention that. |f you can see in
this photo, here's that pond (indicating).

This -- W were going to actually fill in this
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pond with the waste. So this pond wll no

| onger be part -- Most of the pond you see
here, this will no longer be part of the plant
pond.

And that's what we have to do to reroute
the stream-- W have to reroute the streans
around the pond. And | don't know if you can
see it, but there's an orange line here
(indicating). This is the -- This is the
current stream and as you can see it goes right
into this pond here. So we're going to have to
get rid of that and create a new -- a new
stream around here so that it flows off site
and around the cover.

MR, CORAZZA. kay. Well, all right.
You're going to realign the stream or whatever.

M5. DI COSMO  Yes.

MR, CORAZZA: Ckay. WII that bring that
thing into the other stream the other place?

M5. DICOSMO  Which -- Wiich other place?

MR, CORAZZA: No. | nean, when you --
when you redirect it, okay, wll that water
that you redirected, will it flow over the site

and pick up sedinent or will it be clean? Can
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you - -
M5. DICOSMO. Yes, it's going to be

cl ean.
MR. CORAZZA. Do you know what | nean?
M5. DI COSMO. Yes, | do understand what

you nean. Because that's how we feel |ike

that's how the water has been contam nated
because it has flowed through the site and it
has gone into these. So what we're going to do
iIs we're going to renove all -- all of this in
purple and it includes sone of this nmateri al
here (i ndicating).

That's all going to be renoved. And
actually we're not just renoving a little bit
of the residue. W're going to be renoving a
little bit of the soil underneath it to make
sure that we got it all.

So when you have the new streamit's
going to be -- it's going to be clean. It's
not going to go through any of the material.

Al that material is going to be underneath
this cap cover.

MR. BAILEY: Does that flow into the |ake
now?
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M5. NARSETE: W need your nane.

MR. BAILEY: \Wallace Bail ey.

M5. DICOSMO. Does it flowinto the | ake
now? Yes, this flows into the -- this flows
off site.

MR BAILEY: So we've been contam nated
for a nunber of years.

M5. DI COSMO. The aquatic organi sns in
the water -- Go ahead.

MR SMTH This is Carence Smth from
II'linois EPA. The streamthat originates in
the -- The streamthat originates at the end of
the old furnace building flows towards the west
and enpties into --

The streamthat originates at the north
end of the old furnace building drains toward
the west of the site. It goes through the
existing pond that's on site. That pond is in
the top portion of the wet clay, the yell ow
clay that's around here, and then it overfl ows
into the drai nage ways that flow through
town, goes back to the north, then back to the
south by the old ice plant and drops into the

east Shoal Creek south of town. Ckay.
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That's where that portion of the site
drains to. On the north end of the site it
drains fromthe ballfields up by the country
club, by the water plant, by Haze G azes
(phonetic) and all that. It conmes down and
cuts across the northeast quarter of the site.
Then it drops into a ditch that does enter into
the old Hi Il sboro Lake.

During the expanded site investigation
that the state perforned we had our
I nvestigators follow that stream followthe
sedinents all the way into the | ake and they
did find contam nation in the | ake.

And that was one of the -- one of the
drivers that were there. Now the extended
contam nation in the lake is very mni mal but
it did show that the contam nation did | eave
the site and go fromthere.

On the map you'll see that there's two
green spots. Those are relatively new storm
water -- stormwater run-on retention basins
and they hold the water and there's an outfl ow
there but it's not -- it's not open all the

time. It's just open during severe flood
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events.

The rest of the tine that drainage --
that part of the site is draining -- the
sout heast quadrant roughly of the site drains
into those two ponds and then it evaporates.
Only during very significant flood events does
the water discharge fromthat into the drainage
way that goes into the old Hillsboro Lake.

MR. BAILEY: There are occasions that it
does go into it.

MR SMTH  Yes, sir.

MR. BAILEY: Though normally it does not.

MR SMTH. However, the last tine |
wal ked the site in those two ponds we saw
aquatic organi sns, frogs, other organisns,
things of that nature.

So while the water nay be contam nated
and the sedinent may be contam nated it's not
contam nated so nuch that it prohibits life.

M5. DI COSMO. Thank you very much. That
was Clarence Smth fromthe Illinois EPA. And
can you state your nane so she can --

MR. BAILEY: She conme and got it.
Wal | ace Bail ey.



http://www.jensenreporting.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

Eagle Zinc Superfund
Meeting - 06/14/2012

Page 31

M5. DI COSMO. Wl lace, thank you very
much. Anybody have any comment s?

MR, VWH TWORTH: My nane is LI oyd
Whitworth. [I'mcurious to see. Do you have
any plans to redirect that streamthat cones
off the sports conplex? |Is it going to stay
where it's at?

M5. DICOSMO. Are you tal king about the
streamon the north here?

MR VWH TWORTH:  Yes.

M5. DICOSMO. W as the EPA do not plan
on addressing that area because it has no
contam nation in that area. However, | have
heard fromthe city that they have been trying
to neet with the property owner who is T.L.

Di anond to nmake sure that this is drained
properly. But we don't have plans to deal with
t hat because there's no contam nation in that

ar ea.

M5. NARSETE: We'll take a couple nore
questions and then we'll nove onto our public
comrent period and then we're going to cone
back to questions and answers again. |Is there

anyone who hasn't had a chance to speak that
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woul d |li ke to ask a question?

MR CORAZZA: |'ve got one.

M5. NARSETE: Hold on. Go ahead. State
your nane agai n.

MR, CORAZZA. Kevin Corazza. kay. |
know you're -- oh, man.

M5. NARSETE: You can do it. Go ahead.

MR. CORAZZA: This site -- | nean, like |

said | was born and rai sed here and t hat

site -- | nmean, there ain't nothin' living in
them ponds. | nean, those ponds are
rust-colored ponds. They're -- | nean, | don't

under st and.

| mean, these ponds -- | nean, if you say
there's shit living there -- excuse ne -- if
you say there's stuff living init, well, okay,
but in ny experience and ny -- you know, |ike I
say I've lived -- | don't see any life in those
ponds. | just wonder can you restore this or
will you fill it in or how does it work?

M5. DICOSMO. W are going to fill it in,
yes. W're going to fill in the water and the
streans will be rerouted.

M5. NARSETE: kay. Any nore questions?
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Thank you. All right. Nowthis is the part --
It can be a little conplicated so I'll try to
expl ai n.

We're going to open up sonething called
public comment. During this tine you can cone
up here or | can cone to your table and what
you can do is give a statenent. You can talk
about -- If you've already read the fact sheet
you can tal k about what option you |ike or what
you' d like to see done or anything you want to
say.

| f you choose not to speak today that's
okay because you can -- As Nefe nentioned
i nside the fact sheet you can wite your
t houghts and feelings here, you can wite it on
anything you want. You can call ny voicenail.
Al'l my contact information is on the fact sheet
along with Nefe's.

You can also if you just want to say
sonet hing you can tal k by voicemail on our --
on our phone. Just call our office. You can
send us an email nessage, but if you don't have
emai|l just send this (indicating) and on the

back it shows where you can send this. It has
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our address. You have until June 20th. So
today -- You have until June -- June 30th.

So if anyone has any public coment we'll
start that. Now if you do ask a question we
can't answer it during this tinme, but then once
we cl ose the public comment you can ask
guestions and we can answer.

So right now -- It's a horrible process.
You know, we'll be here as |ong as you want.
It's up to you. | don't think we'll be here
till mdnight but if anyone would like to start
just raise your hand. 1'd like to give
everyone a chance to speak if everyone woul d
like to talk. So who would like to go first?

M5, DICOSMO  Say your nane.

MS. NARSETE: State your nane.

MR, VWH TWORTH: My nane is LI oyd
Whi tworth, Wh-i-t-wo-r-t-h. The fence that
they put up is a joke. It doesn't go anywhere.
It's open on both ends and it's constructed on
the east side of the property. There's not a
house within sight of that stupid fence, but on
the west side of the property there's a

mul ti tude of houses but there's no fence over
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t here.

There's a lot of little kids over there
on the west side. There's no fence. There's
no warning signs. There's nothing that says
there's hazardous material in there and it's
been that way for years and |'ve been
conpl ai ni ng about it for years.

No action's been taken. Never put up a
sign. Never put up a fence. They don't do a
bloom n' thing. And | have a question.

They' re tal ki ng about covering this stuff with
clay. Were in the world are they going to get
that nuch material and when they clean up, what
are they going to do about the dust that's
going to be generated fromtearing those
bui | di ngs down and noving the dirt around.
There's going to be a | ot of dust generated.

Anot her point. You need to drive by
there sonetime down Industrial Park Drive and
| ook at those buildings. You wll not see a
bird anywhere. You won't see a pigeon. You
won't see a Starling. You won't see a Sparrow.
As all of you know, if there's any vacant

bui | di ngs around anywhere the pigeons and the
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Starlings and the Sparrows take them over.

There's not one in that site. You never
see a bird around there anywhere. They're not
so stupid. They know to stay out of there.
Regardi ng the cl ean-up dust, the sane thing's
true with the renoval of the buildings.

When they start tearing those buildings
down that's going to generate a ton of dust.
The wind in that area is fromthe sout hwest.
Unfortunately | live right northeast |ess than
amle anay. That's all |I've got to say right
now. Thank you very nmuch for your tine.

M5. NARSETE: Thank you. If you want to
add nore you can. Gkay. Anyone else like to
give a cooment? State your nane.

M5. BLEDSAW M nane is Betty Bl edsaw.
|"ve lived in all ny life. M father
wor ked at --

M5. NARSETE: Can you speak a little bit
| ouder ?

M5. BLEDSAW My father worked at
Eagl e-Picher all his life. Twenty-five to
thirty years. | can renenber growi ng up a kid.

Zinc blowing through the air. There were no
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trees on the street in MIled Avenue (phoneti c)
where | |lived. Everything blowed that way.

And 1'd just like to add to his point,
you know. | don't know -- You know, if you use
this for reuse for sonething, ny questionis --
| know you can't answer a question but |I'm
still going to put it in here.

How far in the ground did you go because
It depends on the kind of thing that woul d go
back into the ground what you would stir up.

M5. NARSETE: Thank you very much. State

your narne.

MR, GUTIERREZ: My nane's Bill -- Bill
GQutierrez. | live like 300 yards fromthe
Eagle Zinc site. There's -- There's a pretty

good si ze colony of beaver that |live in that

smal | sout hwest corner that |'ve seen before.
|"minterested, you know -- | know

there's a lot of lead work there. The

di | api dated buil dings you were talking that are

out there, they're asbestos contained. |'m

interested in getting the asbestos out of

there, you know, as a job. You can't tear --

(1 naudi bl e).
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M5. NARSETE: He said you can't tear it
down without the renoval of asbestos.

MR GUTIERREZ: In the buildings.

M5. NARSETE: In the buildings. Thank
you. All right. Anyone else? GCkay. Wll,
that concludes the formal comment period. As |
nmentioned you can send a note. You can send an
email. There's a way on the website you can
send informati on and you have till June 30t h.

And what we're going to do now is can we
answer any of those questions?

M5. DICOSMO. Yeah, | wote down --

M5. NARSETE: We're going to answer your
guestions. How s that? Nefe can do that.

M5. DICOSMO. Al right. 1'dlike to
start with M. Wiitworth. Dust. Yes, there
wi Il be dust on the site when we do the
destruction of the buildings. W are going to
contain that by using lots and |ots of water
to make sure that the dust is contained.

Also there will be air nonitoring on the
perineter of the property to nmake sure that we
don't have any el evated | evel s of dust

particul ates or other contam nants.
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MR, VWH TWORTH: Where will you get the
wat er ?

M5. DICOSMO That's a good questi on.
Fromthe -- Fromthe ponds. Fromthe -- CGty,
where woul d we get the water?

M5. CUNDI FF: | believe that when we
wor ked on the design we were tal king about
bringing water in fromthe city. That would be
sonet hing that would be finalized when we get
to that point. O we can bring it in on
tankers. But it would be sprayed as you're
deno-ing the buil dings.

M5. DDCOSMO: Right. It would be sprayed
at the same tinme as denolition.

MR. VWH TWORTH: Wth tankers?

M5. CUNDIFF: |If we need to.

M5. DICOSMO: |If we can't get the water
fromthe city.

MR. VWH TWORTH: Lots of | uck.

M5. CUNDI FF: But nost likely we'll get
it through the city.

M5. DICOSMO. And then -- so your next
question | think you said was the fence. And

he has called ne very often. | appreciate
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that. | do appreciate your calls.

Unfortunately | have not -- we're not
going to include any nore fence on the
property. W had fenced the nost accessible
areas of the property. It's only on the
portion -- Yes, C arence.

MR SMTH | can talk a little bit nore
about the fence. Back when we -- the state
urged -- This is Carence Smth with [llinois
EPA. Back when the fence was installed we
urged EPA to fund that fence due to the --

The goal was to prohibit the casual
trespasser and vehicul ar trespassing on the
site which was occurring. The site is alittle
nore accessi ble now since the new rail spur
went in right through that area.

But the nmamin access points were towards
the north of the site. The fence went through
alnmost to the ditch that's on the northeast
corner of the site and went fromthe hedgerow
t hat abuts the public housing area south as far
as -- till it nmet another fence and sone woods
to prohibit the casual trespasser.

You're correct. W do not have a fence
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that surrounds the entire site. That was never
the goal. The goal was to prohibit the casual
trespasser. |If you're going to get on site
you're going to get on site, but we just wanted
to stop people's vehicles fromgoing on site,
from people riding ATVs on the site, and to
prohibit children to the best extent possible
riding their bicycles up and down the hills
having a | ot of fun.

There is extensive evidence of trespass
on the site when we've gone through the
bui l dings. The old office building at one tine
the Gty of HIllsboro said they wanted that
buil ding to use kind of as an office for the
i ndustrial park. Vandals have got in there.
They destroyed the building. They destroyed
all the scientific equipnment that was in the
bui | di ng.

|"msure that even wth the fencing up
there have been scavengers in there sorting out
copper wire and that sort of thing within the
structures. |It's just a -- The goal was to,
one, get the site listed, go and get the

site -- to get the site noving towards sone
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sort of renedial option to get the buildings
down and then to finish up with a cap.

You know, it was never designed to
prevent -- the fences were never designed to
prevent all access to the site.

MR, VWH TWORTH:  You nentioned nore than
one fence. | don't see but one fence. And it
j ust dead-ends on each end. North and south.
Anybody coul d drive a two-wheel er in anywhere
they wanted to off of Smth Road, off of the
west -- west side of the property. There's no

f ences over there.

MR SMTH Yes, there is, sir.

MR, VWH TWORTH: On the west side?

MR SMTH  Yes, sir.

M5. DI COSMO. Near the houses.

MR SM TH. Near the houses.

M5. DICOSMO. Wiere there isn't a |lot of

woods. Yeah,

MR SMTH  South of -- South of Smth
Road about a quarter of a mle.

M5. DICOSMO. It starts about hal fway
through. If you | ook here (indicating). It

starts about like right there and keeps goi ng
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that way. This half right here is --

MR, VWH TWORTH: But up there -- up there
is where the houses are. Were you're saying
the fences -- there's no houses down there.
There are no kids playing down there. Up
farther -- up -- You see the houses there's no
fence there.

M5. DI COSMO. Just so you know -- |
didn't nmention this in the PowerPoint but we
did run a risk scenario for adol escent
trespassers and there is -- there is no
unacceptabl e ri sk for adol escent trespassers.
So | just want to enphasize the goal is to keep
people fromgetting on there with their
vehicles. D d you have sonething to say?

MR BAILEY: | was wondering what --
who -- You nentioned public funding. [|I'm
concerned about the funding. The noney is --
Does there -- at EPA have it? |'m Wall ace
Bai |l ey by the way.

|f the noney is there at EPA, would it be
our advantage to vote for No. 4, 24 mllion,
that gives jobs here in the community for our

H |l sboro area?
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M5. DICOSMO. | guess there are a couple
guestions in that. One, the noney is not
all ocated to the Eagle Zinc site.

MR, BAILEY: It is or isnt?

M5. DICOSMO. It's not allocated to the
Eagle Zinc site right now The reason that we
did not choose option 4 is because it is not
cost effective. Option 4 would include a water
barrier which is generally used if we have
hi ghly nobile contam nation on site.

Because we are treating the material that
Is considered to be highly nobile, we will not
need the additional protection of a water
barrier or additional protection of additional
soi | .

MR BAI LEY: Even though it runs into the
| ake?

M5. DICOSMO. The soil -- W'Ill go back
to the photo so we can talk. W're going to be
filling inthis |ake -- W' re going to be
filling in this pond here (indicating) so that
won't be there.

And then all the material is going to run

t hrough the clean soil that wll have -- that
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will be here (indicating) once we renove all
this residue. So passing all the contam nation
and this cover and then go into -- to this area
here off site. So we do not -- Because this is
the treated waste. This is sort of resenbling
the treated waste.

MR. BAILEY: Wen you fill this pond in
will it be -- you'll cover that to where it
won't be any seepage or | eakage out of that
pond?

M5. DDCOSMO  Yes. We will de-water the
pond and then we'll fill it in and then we'l]l
make sure that there is no water running

t hrough the cover itself.

MR. BAILEY: But what -- what wll it
take to get funding? | nean, you say it's not
f unded.

M5. DICOSMO. Yeah. | don't -- | don't
exactly know. I'mnot on the Prioritization

Panel . But basically the gist of it is that
Washi ngt on DC gi ves the EPA noney. EPA

di sburses that noney to all the ten regions
that we have in the United States. W're

Regi on 5.
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And then a group of people who are nade
up of each region get together and | ook at all
the sites across the nation and then they
deci de which sites get the noney that they are
requesting. That's how the fundi ng goes.

As of right now we have no funding this
year. W haven't heard if we're going to get
it, but we asked |last year. W didn't get it.
We ask for funding every year and hopefully we
get it. W're going to ask again. Third
time's a charm Hopefully we'll get the noney.

Al'so the next time we ask for noney we
wi || probably be asking for noney for both
operable units. The buildings which is
6.6 mllion dollars and the recomended option
whi ch woul d be around 18 mllion dollars so
we'll be asking for nore noney next tine,
around 24 mllion dollars, but this -- this
operable unit that we're tal king about presents
nore risk that can be denonstrated to the
Prioritization Panel so we will have a better
chance with this request than we had with the
previ ous one because we are denonstrating a | ot

nore ri sk.
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MR SMTH W also -- This is O arence
Smith again with the Illinois EPA. You al so
asked about the soil cover, the clay cover,
that's there and why option 3 is chosen over
option 4.

We worked -- The state worked extensively
with the EPA regarding that soil cover and the
construction of that to neet the needs of the
materials that are on site. W researched the
genesis of the regulations fromtheir -- that
are now part of the Illinois regulation for
governing landfills fromthe genesis back in
the md 1950s till it becane pronul gated as a
rule in the early 1970s.

And since the waste that we're dealing
wWth here is not truly a nobile waste with the
exception of sonme which wll be treated with a
phosphate or a sulfite to tie it up even
further so it's not sol uble.

And with the renoval of all the
putresci ble waste -- and the putresci bl e waste
are things like the wood in the building
structures, the railroad ties, the utility

poles, all of that sort of thing, none of that
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will be going intothis -- into this fill.
It will only be building and denolition
debris fromthe buildings and the residue from

t he manuf acture of zinc oxide and primary zinc

snelting. So it's not -- The cap is designed
to nmeet the needs of the waste and still be
conpliant with the regulations of Illinois.

And we've done that in deliberate fashion
because we have a nunber of these type of sites
just like Eagle Zinc scattered all over the
place. |It's very particular in this area. W
have Asarco in Taylor Springs. W have Grcle
Snelting in Beckeneyer. W have A d Anerican
Zinc in Fairnont City.

We have a whol e host of these things
right in this general area so we've tried to
focus the clean-up -- fromthe state's
perspective focus the clean-up so that it neets
the needs of the waste and nmakes the funding
that's available go as far as we can.

You know, Nefertiti didn't say but each
year of the total Superfund budget that gets
al located to EPA there's only about 250 mllion

dollars to fund new starts nationw de. Ckay.
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That's ten regions conpeting for a small part
of that -- that noney.

The rest of the noney goes towards
conti nui ng operations at existing NPL sites.
So those -- those sites are continually funded.
They have continual needs. Once we get a start
goi ng, you know, our site will be -- and | say
our site because | live in Raynond. | go by
the site every tinme I can just to check it out,
see what's going on and to insure that things
are going well.

Once we get a renedial action start,
usual ly EPA funds those starts in small chunks,
smal | bites to keep things noving along. Three
to five mllion dollars has been our experience
In the past.

Since this is a very short duration
project, seven to nine nonths probably
I ncl udi ng denolition and placenent of the

waste, plus we have the denonstrated risk with

the larger -- with the larger tie, it may be
funded increnentally but we'll get a start
going and it may continue -- may decide to fund

the whole thing all at once.
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So we have everything in place fromthe
state's point of view W don't have the -- W
don't have the second part of the funding
al l ocated yet, but we do have the first part
under contract to be distributed when we get
the demand |l etter from EPA.

You know, there's not nuch el se we can do
ri ght now except wait and hope that the Region
5 representatives on the Prioritization Panel
are able to convince the rest of the regions
that, yes, this is one of the nbost needy sites
In the nation.

MR, VWH TWORTH: We don't vote on anyt hing
li ke that.

MR SMTH No, sir. It's not a -- It's
not a denocratic or a vote.

M5. NARSETE: But your comments are all
I nportant.

M5. DI COSMO. Thank you, O arence, and |
appreci ate you guys for sharing. | just wanted
to address her question. You had a question in
your comment and that was you nentioned how
deep we're going to go.

On the site there are sone areas of the
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waste that are about 28 feet deep on the
property. Al of that, all of that will be
pi cked up and put under a cover. That's where
t he 250, 000 cubic yards of waste cones from
the piles on site which are aboveground, and
then also within that purple area -- you can
come up here afterwards -- sone of the materi al
| ooks like soil but that's all the residue
material and it goes down deep and we w ||
definitely get that material.

M5. NARSETE: This gentleman had
sonet hi ng about asbestos renoval in the back.

M5. DI COSMO. Yes. Asbestos renoval.
And you were interested in bidding on the work
for that?

MR GUTIERREZ: Yeah. | live locally. |
live here in town.

M5. DICOSMO. Hold on one second. |'m
going to give you the mc so she can hear you.

MR, GUTIERREZ: Bill CGutierrez. | live
here in town pretty close to Eagle Zinc. |
have an asbestos license. I'minterested in
the job out there. | also have experience in

| ead renoval



http://www.jensenreporting.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

Eagle Zinc Superfund
Meeting - 06/14/2012

Page 52

M5. DICOSMO. That is great. W're glad
that we have this kind of talent in the
nei ghbor hood that we can use, and we prefer to
use |l ocal |abor for our work and when we do get
the funding we will contract wth a contractor
who wll do what we call an RFP or request for
proposal. That will go out to a |ist of
people, a list of conpanies.

So if you have sone information with you
that we can take back with us when we do put
toget her the request for proposal or the
contractor does, we can nmake sure that you guys
get that information and you can bid on the
wor K.

MR, GUTI ERREZ: Thank you. 1'd
appreci ate that.

M5. NARSETE: | think we're going to
stick around. This concludes the neeting. |
really appreciate everyone com ng out tonight.
| know it was really warmin the room but |
want to thank John for helping set it up.
John's here fromthe school. | want to thank
everyone for comng and especially the nedia to

get the story out to those who weren't here.

)


http://www.jensenreporting.com/

© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

Eagle Zinc Superfund
Meeting - 06/14/2012

Page 53

That woul d be great.

So thank you very much.

Thank you, Mrris. Thank you, Mayor. Thank
you so nmuch. Appreciate it.
* * * * * *
JENSEN@REPORTING
312.236.6936 www.jensenreporting.com 877.653.6736
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CERTI FI CATE

|, SUE A. PHELPS, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of Illinois, do hereby
certify that |I reported in shorthand the
proceedi ngs had at the public infornal
conference aforesaid, and that the foregoing is
a true and correct transcript of the
proceedi ngs of said public informal conference
(not being verbatimdue to the distance put
bet ween speakers and reporter, inadequate PA
system) as appears from ny stenographic notes
so taken and transcri bed under ny personal
di rection.

| N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

ny hand this 26th day owmz.

SUE A. PHELPS, C S. R
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